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October  5,  1984 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghtel i  ng 

727-5436 


Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES) 
announced  today  that  the  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  fell  to  4.5  percent 
in  September  from  August's  5.1  percent  level.    Nationally,  the  rate  remained 
virtually  unchanged;  in  September  the  national  rate  declined  to  7.4  percent 
from  August's  rate  of  7.5  percent.    In  September  1983,  Massachusetts  posted 
a  7.1  percent  unemployment  rate  while  the  national  rate  stood  at  9.2  percent. 
Since  September  1982,  Massachusetts  has  had  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  of 
the  ten  large  industrial  states. 

"Today's  numbers  are  very  encouraging,"  Demong  noted,  adding  that  Massa- 
chusetts may  well  close  out  1984  with  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  in  fourteen 
years.    "In  human  terms,  we've  seen  the  number  of  people  out  of  work  decline 
by  roughly  17,000  this  last  month." 

DES' 5  preliminary  inuustridl  survey  for  the  tnird  quarter  of  the  year 
(July,  August,  September)  showed  an  increase  of  almost  65,000  jobs  over  the 
same  quarter  in  1983,  a  2.4  percent  growth  rate.    High  technology  employment 
showed  one  of  the  largest  rates  of  growth  between  the  two  quarters  with  a 
increase  in  employment  of  7.6  percent  or  18,000  new  jobs.    The  largest  number 
of  new  jobs  was  in  wholesale  and  retail  trade  which  added  23,000  new  jobs  for 
a  3.8  percent  increase  between  the  third  quarters  of  1983  and  1984.  Once 
again,  the  only  sector  to  show  even  a  modest  jobs  decrease  was  government 
which  saw  a  loss  of  2,800  jobs,  mostly  at  the  local  level. 
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November  2,  1984 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghteling 

727-5436 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES) 
announced  today  that  the  unemployment  rate  in  Massachusetts  for  October  was  3.7 
percent;  it  had  stood  at  4.5  percent  in  September.    Nationally,  the  rate  re- 
mained the  same  at  7.4  percent. 

"Massachusetts  has  firmly  regained  the  momentum  we  had  between  1975-1980, 
when  the  number  of  jobs  increased  by  17  percent,"  Demong  noted,  adding  that, 
"The  1981-1982  national  recession  froze  our  economy  cold  but  it's  clear  that 
we're  now  back  to  the  level  of  growth  we  enjoyed  in  the  late  1970's." 

Massachusetts  again  had  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  of  the  ten  large 
industrial  states  with  Texas,  its  nearest  competitor,  posting  a  5.7  percent 
jobless  rate.    One  year  ago  the  national  rate  stood  at  8.8  percent  while 
Massachusetts  had  a  6.8  percent  rate. 

"Almost  100,000  more  people  are  working  today  than  at  the  start  of  the 
year.    And,  unlike  previous  periods  of  strong  growth,  v/e  are  getting  people 
into  jobs  who  traditionally  are  left  out  of  even  a  good  economy."  Demong 
pointed  out  that  almost  10,000  welfare  recipients  have  found  work  in  the  last 
year  through  the  Employment  and  Training-CHOICES  program,  the  most  successful 
program  of  its  kind  in  the  nation.    "In  addition  to  the  113,000  men  and  women 
who  officially  are  listed  as  unemployed,  we  have  a  roughly  equal  number  of 
people,  like  welfare  recipients,  who  have  never  been  counted  into  the  statistics." 


-  more  - 

job  matching  •  job  insurance  •  job  market  research 


-  2  - 


Demong  observed  that  Massachusetts'  strongly  diversified  economy  acts 
as  a  natural  shock  absorber  protecting  the  State  from  the  signs  of  a  weakening 
national  economy.    "We're  not  immune  from  the  impacts  of  another  national  re- 
cession.   We  are,  however,  well  positioned,  thanks  to  cur  mix  of  industries 
and  employment  opportunities,  to  weather  a  future  slow  down  in  national  growth." 
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Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghteling 

727-5436 
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Local  and  Regional 

1984  Annual  Unemployment  Rates  Announced 

Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES) 
announced  today  the  1984  employment  rates  for  the  State's  25  Labor  Market 
Areas  (LMA)  and  351  cities  and  towns.    On  Friday,  Demong  announced  that,  under 
Federal  guidelines,  DES  had  redrawn  the  boundaries  of  all  LMAs  resulting  in 
some  changes  in  previously  published  rates. 

"Today's  data  shows  that  every  area  of  the  State  saw  significant  im- 
provement during  1984  reflecting  the  extraordinary  strength  of  the  Massachusetts 
economy,"  Demong  said,  adding  that  the  1984  State-wide  average  of  4.8  percent 
was  the  lowest  rate  since  1970. 

306  cities  and  towns  and  18  LMAs  had  unemployment  rates  below  the  national 
1984  average  of  7.5  percent.    In  addition,  no  LMA  and  only  14  towns  posted 
annual  rates  in  the  double  digits.    LMA  unemployment  rates  ranged  from  Nantucket 
low  of  2.5  percent  to  the  high  of  9.1  percent  in  the  Athol  area.    Of  the  State's 
11  large  LMAs,  unemployment  was  lowest  in  the  Lowell  and  Boston  areas,  with 
3.9  percent  and  4.1  percent  respectively;  DES  estimates  that  these  rates  are 
among  the  lowest  in  the  entire  country.    The  highest  rates  among  the  large 
LMAs  were  recorded  in  Fall  River  with  7.7  percent  and  New  Bedford  with  7.5 
percent. 


-  more  ~ 
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Demong  stressed  that  LMA  rates  are  a  more  precise  measurement  of 
unemployment  than  are  rates  for  individual  cities  and  towns.  "Unemployment 
rates  for  individual  cities  and  towns  vary  enormously  in  terms  of  accuracy. 
The  larger  the  population,  generally  speaking,  the  greater  the  degree  of 
accuracy,"  she  said. 

Because  1983's  data  has  not  been  revised  to  correspond  to  the  new  LMA 
definitions,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  compare  1984's  rates  with  the  previous 
year's.    "However,  we  can  look  at  1984's  unemployment  rates  quarter  by  quarter 
which  show  a  steady  decrease  in  joblessness  for  all  regions,"  Demong  explained. 
She  also  pointed  out  that  the  State-wide  drop  in  the  jobless  rate  between 
1983's  6.9  percent  rate  and  1984's  4.8  percent  rate  would  be  reflected  once 
all  the  revisions  were  completed. 

"These  numbers  underscore  that  while  the  State  is  doing  extremely  well, 
we  need  to  continue  the  Dukakis  administration's  efforts  to  bring  economic 
expansion  into  the  Southeast,  Northern  Berkshires  and  Blackstone  Valley  as 
well  as  into  the  inner-city  neighborhoods  of  our  old  cities,"  Demong  concluded. 
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1984  ANNUAL  AVERAGES 


LABOR  MARKET  AREA 

LABOR  FORCE 

RATE 

AMHERST 

29,983 

4.1 

ATHOL 

9,592 

9.1 

ATTLEBORO 

38,966 

7.5 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY 

86,126 

6.6 

BOSTON 

1 ,497,930 

4.1 

BROCKTON 

89,122 

5.5 

DUKES  COUNTY 

5,785 

4.6 

FALL  RIVER* 

66,127 

7.7 

FITCHBURG-LEOMINSTER 

44,640 

5.9 

GARDNER 

17,565 

7.2 

GREAT  BPRRINGTON 

12,070 

3.4 

GREENFIELD 

27,134 

4.3 

LAWRENCE-HAVERHILL* 

144,773 

5.2 

LOWELL 

148,067 

3.9 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY 

4,161 

2.5 

NEW  BEDFORD 

82,777 

7.5 

NORTH  ADAMS 

18,472 

7.8 

PITTSFIELD 

48,216 

5.2 

SALEM-GLOUCESTER 

151,301 

4.6 

SPRINGFIELD 

269,903 

5.1 

SOUTHBRIDGE 

13,414 

5.6 

TAUNTON 

24,621 

7.6 

WARE 

8,228 

5.9 

WORCESTER 

203,278 

4.6 

BALANCE  OF  WESTERN  MASS 

8.997 

8.5 

*    MASSACHUSETTS  PORTION 


ONLY 
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Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
Charles  F,  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
_r  For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghteling 
727-5436 
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Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 
Security  (DES)  announced  today  that  the  Stale's  unemployment  rate  rose  in 
February  to  3.7  percent;  in  January  the  rate  stood  at  3.4  percent--the  lowest 
level  in  14  years.    Nationally,  the  rate  dipped  slightly  to  7.3  percent  from 
January's  rate  of  7.4  percent.    In  January  1984,  the  jobless  rates  for  the 
State  and  the  country  stood  at  5.6  percent  and  7.8  percent  respectively. 

"Last  month's  rise  was  fueled  by  the  best  possible  reason,"  according 
to  Demong,  who  pointed  to,  "the  tremendous  growth  in  the  labor  force  last 
month.    Thousands  of  people  had  enough  confidence  in  the  economy  to  begin  to 
look  for  v/ork.    Even  though  the  number  of  people  at  work  actually  hit  a  record 
high  of  2,980,000,  the  influx  of  job  seekers  was  too  great  for  even  our  economy 
to  absorb  in  only  one  month.'' 

Massacnusetts  continued  to  post  a  jobless  rate  well  below  that  of  any 

other  industrial  state.    North  Carolina  had  the  next  lowest  rate,  6.0  percent 

and  the  Sun  Belt  States  of  Florida  (6.1  percent),  Texas  (6.9  percent)  and 

California  (6.7  percent)  were  all  significantly  above  the  Commonwealth's  rate. 
Demong  stressed  that  there  are  still  areas  of  the  State  that  are  not 

matching  the  State's  overall  performance  as  well  as  several  groups,  particu- 
larly minorities  and  teenagers,  who  still  suffer  from  high  unemployment. 
"While  we  don't  nave  the  problems  of  Michigan,  Ohio  or  Illinois,  we  have  to  be 
concerned  about  the  long-term  unemployed  and  the  roughly  100,000  people  who 
work  but  remain  in  poverty,"       -  more  - 
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On  April  6,  the  Federal  Supplemental  Compensation  (FSC)  program  is  due 
to  expire.    Under  FSC,  the  long-term  unemployed  received  up  to  8  weeks  of 
additional  unemployment  insurance  benefits  funded  by  the  Federal  government. 
"We  hope  that  the  Congress  will  renew  this  program.    For  the  roughly  3,500 
Massachusetts  residents  who  collect  these  benefits,  FSC  is  enormously  important. 
Demong  said  that  her  local  Unemployment  Insurance  offices  will  begin  to  notify 
FSC  claimants  on  Monday  that  the  program  is  coming  to  an  end.    "Our  offices  are 
eager  to  work  with  FSC  claimants  to  help  them  find  new  jobs;  but  from  working 
with  thousands  of  unemployed  people  every  week,  we  know  it  takes  time  and  FSC 
is  often  the  only  financial  support  these  jobless  workers  have,"  she  concluded. 


-  30  - 


55) 


April  5,  1985 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA    02114  ' 
For  more  information,  contact: 
Betsy  Houghteling 
rK  231985  727-5436 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 
"IfN       Security  (DES)  announced  today  that  the  State's  unemnloympnt  rate  rose  in 

March  to  4.2  percent;  in  February  the  rate  stood  at  3.7  percent.  Nationally, 
the  rate  remained  steady  at  7.3  percent.  (In  March  1984,  the  jobless  rates  for 
the  State  and  the  country  stood  at  5.3  percent  and  7.8  percent  respectively.) 
Massachusetts,  once  again,  had  the  lowest  rate  of  any  industrial  state  with 
North  Carolina  posting  the  next  lowest  March  rate,  5.4  percent. 

"The  rise  in  unemployment  was  not  surprising",  according  to  Demong. 
"After  the  incredible  rate  of  job  growth  over  the  last  year,  our  economy  seems 
overall  to  be  catching  its  breath  a  bit,"  Demong  did,  however,  point  to  one 
area  of  growing  concern,  "Some  of  our  companies  are  beginning  to  feel  the 
squeeze  of  a  seriously  over  valued  dollar  which  cuts  down  on  their  ability  to 
compete  with  foreign  manufacturers  both  here  and  overseas.    The  mcst  frustrat 
ing    aspect  of  the  high  dollar,  the  gross  imbalance  of  trade  and  the  historic 
federal  deficit    is  that  they  can  not  be  solved  here  in  Massachusetts;  these 
are  national  problems  requiring  action  by  Washington." 

DES  released  today  first  quarter  unemployment  rates  for  various  demographic 
groups.    The  rates,  which  are  not  seasonally  adjusted,  show  gains  among  all 
groups  especially  when  compared  to  figures  from  the  first  quarter  of  1984.  Black*-, 
made  the  biggest  relative  gain  with  their  rate  decreasing  from  14  percent  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1984  to  7     percent  in  the  first  quarter  of  1985;  the  Black  rate 


-  more  - 
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still  remained  well  above  the  State-wide  unadjusted  average  of  4.5 -percent  for 
the  latest  reporting  period.    Within  the  next  few  months  DES  will  be  releasing 
detailed  analyses  of  the  unemployment  problems  of  specific  groups  including 
minorities  and  teenagers  as  well  as  publishing  an  analysis  of  unemployment  and 
poverty  by  family  structure. 

Demong  also  announced  that  President  Reagan  today  signed  legislation 
allowing  a  phase-out  of  the  Federal  Supplemental  Compensation  (FSC)  program; 
the  President  originally  had  wanted  FSC  completely  cut-off  as  of  tomorrow. 
Under  the  legislation  those  now  col lecting--roughly  4,100  people  in  Massachu- 
setts--will  continue  to  receive  benefits  for  up  to  8  weeks.    New  FSC  claims, 
however,  will  not  be  accepted.    "This  program  helps  the  long-term  jobless  who 
have  exhausted  their  regular  State  Unemployment  Insurance.    We  are  pleased 
that  a  compromise  was  reached  and  we  will  let  every  FSC  claimant  know  that  he 
or  she  may  be  eligible  for  continued  benefits,"  Demong  said. 


Massachusetts 


First  Quarter  Unemployment  Rates 


(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted) 


1984 


1985 


Total 


6.5 


4.5 


Male 
Female 


7.3 
5.5 


5.0 
4.0 


White 
Black 


6.2 
14.0 


4.5 
7.0 


Youth  (16-19) 
Adults  (20+) 


12.2 
6.0 


11  .1 
4.0 
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May  3,  1985 

Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghteling 

727»5436 

"OR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Kristin  S.  Demonq,  Director  of  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 
Security  (DES)  announced  today  that  the  State's  unemployment  rate  dipped 
in  April  to  4,0  percent;  in  March  Massachusetts  had  a  4.2  percent  unemploy- 
ment rate.    Nationally,  the  rate  remained  at  7.3  percent  for  the  third 
straight  month.    In  April  1984,  the  unemployment  rates  for  Massachusetts 
and  the  country  stood  at  5.3  and  7.8  percents  respectively. 

"The  Massachusetts  economy  continues  to  hold  its  own  in  the  face  of  a 
national  slowdown,"  Demong  noted,  adding  that,  "Of  the  eleven  industrial 
states  whose  rates  are  announced  today,  eight  actually  saw  their  rates  go 
up  in  April.    States  like  Pennsylvania,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  all  of 
which  are  heavily  dependent  on  traditional  manufacturing,  recorded  signi- 
ficant increases  in  joblessness  which,  aga/iPi  indicate^  a  general  slowdown 
at  the  national  level." 

The  number  of  people  looking  for  work  but  unable  to  find  a  job  de- 
creased from  March  by  6,000  to  123,000  in  April;  the  number  of  people 
employed  rose  to  2,962,000,  an  increase  of  21,000;  overall  the  Massachusetts 
labor  force  increased  by  15,000  people  to  a  total  of  3,085,000. 


-  more  - 
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April's  survey  was  taken  before  the  layoff  announcement  at  General 
Dynamics  and  in  several  computer  firms;  however,  Demong  stressed  that  by 
themselves  these  layoffs  should  have  little  or  no  impact  on  the  State-wide 
jobless  figures.    "The  general  slowdown  in  growth  will  have  more  impact 
on  our  jobless  rate  than  will  any  one  specific  layoff,"  Demong  said.  "Even 
with  the  recent  announcements  we  are  forecasting  an  overall  increase  in 
employment  during  this  year  although  at  a  much  slower  rate  than  1984's 
record  breaking  boom  generated." 

Demong  also  pointed  out  that  in  February,  the  most  recent  month  for 
which  data  for  all  50  states  exists,  Massachusetts  had  the  lowest  unemploy- 
ment of  any  state.    During  that  month,  Massachusetts  was  also  the  only  state 
to  have  two  labor  market  areas,  Lowell  and  Boston,  ranked  among  the  10 
lowest  unemployment  areas  in  the  Nation. 
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June  7,  1985 


Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Betsy  Houghteling 

727-5436 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 


slightly  to  3.9  percent  in  May,  down  from  4.0  percent  in  April.  Nationally, 
the  rate  remained  at  7.3  percent  for  the  fourth  straight  month.    One  year 
ago  in  May,  the  unemployment  rates  were  slightly  higher  in  Massachusetts 
as  well  as  nationally,  reaching  4.4  percent  and  7.5  percent  respectively. 
This  May,  2,983,000  people  were  employed  in  Massachusetts--the  largest 
number  of  people  ever  to  be  employed  in  Massachusetts. 

"Our  economy  continues  to  do  very  well  despite  the  National  slowdown 
and  even  on  the  face  of  some  recent  well  publicized  layoffs,"  Demong  noted. 
"While  our  overall  growth  rate  has  slowed  since  last  year's  phenomenal  boom, 
our  base  of  employment  remains  exceptionally  strong." 

According  to  today's  data,  21,000  people  found  work  during  May.  Gains 
were  recorded  in  most  sectors  of  the  economy  with  construction,  in  particular, 
seeing  the  highest  rate  of  growth,  6.7  percent,  between  April  and  May.  The 
largest  number  of  new  jobs,  13,400,  were  found  in  the  wholesale/retail  trade 
sector. 

High  Technology  posted  a  slight  gain.    "Right  now,  smaller  firms  are 
adding  workers  which  more  than  offsets  the  cutbacks  at  some  of  our  larger 
companies."    Demong  also  pointed  out  that  high  tech  employment  is  still  at 
an  all  time  record  of  nearly  277,000  jobs. 


-  more  - 
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Demong  was  optimistic  about  summer  job  prospects  for  teenagers  and 
recent  graduates.    "There  is  a  strong  demand  this  year  for  summer  help. 
Many  employers  are  having  to  work  hard  to  find  all  the  extra  workers  they 
need;  the  big  challenge  remains,  however,  to  help  teenagers  in  less  affluent 
communities  benefit  from  a  surplus  of  jobs  in  resort  and  suburban  areas." 
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JULY  5,  1985  Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 

GOVERNMENT  DOCU  Boston,  ma  02114 
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Kristin  S.  Demong,  DirecP<?f'of'  t^'e  Division  of  Employment  Security, 

announced  today  that  the  state's  unemployment  rate  declined  in  June  to  3.7  percent, 
down  from  3.9  percent  in  May.     This  is  the  fourth  straight  month  that  the  Massachusetts 
rate  has  declined,  while  nationally  the  unemployment  rate  has  remained  a  steady  7.3 

>- 

tr     percent  for  the  past  five  months.     More  people  are  working  in  Massachusetts  than  ever 
ZD 

CJ    before:     This  June,  a  record-breaking  2,997,000  people  were  employed  in  the  state. 
^  "Massachusetts*  healthy  economy  continues  to  promote  job  growth,"  says  Demong. 

LU 

^    "Even  with  the  recent  well-publicized  high  tech  layoffs,   there  are  still  more  people 

2 

£_    working  in  the  high  tech  industry  than  there  were  one  year  ago.     Overall,  nearly  30,000 


new  jobs  were  created  in  Massachusetts  last  month." 

Data  which  measures  the  reason  for  and  length  of  unemployment  supports  Demong 's 


LU 

confidence  in  the  Massachusetts  economy.     During  the  first  quarter  of  1985,   the  majority 
of  unemployed  people  had  either  left  their  jobs  voluntarily  or  were  new  to  the  labor  force. 
This  is  in  contrast  to  the  first  quarter  last  year  when  the  majority  of  the  state's 
unemployed  had  lost  their  jobs  involuntarily,  through  layoffs  or  for  other  reasons.  The 
data  also  indicates  that  the  length  of  time  a  person  is  unemployed  has  decreased  to  an 
average  13  weeks  during  the  first  quarter  of  1985  from  an  average  17  weeks  during  the  same 
time  period  last  year. 

Demong  commented,  "Despite  a  marked  slowdown  in  the  national  economy,  Massachusetts 
continues  its  economic  growth.     Although  we  can  expect  this  growth  to  slow  somewhat  during 
the  coming  months,   I'm  confident  that  Massachusetts'  vital  economy  will  continue  to  support 
its  diverse  industries  and  workforce." 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Evelyn  F.  Murphy,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
-  ^  '  Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 
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Youth  Employment  Study  Released:  Prospects  Strong 

For  Most  But  Problems  Persist  For  Dropouts,  Minorities  and  Poor  Teenagers 

Employment  levels  among  Bay  State  teenagers  have  reached  a  15  year  high, 
according  to  a  report  released  today  by  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 
Security  (DES).    The  report,  Youth  Employment  Trends  in  Massachusetts:  1980-1984, 
offers  a  comprehensive  profile  of  the  work  experience  of  the  State's  386,000  16-19 
year  olds.    Overall,  the  study  shows  that: 
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.    The  majority  of  teenagers  in  Massachusetts  take  part  in  the 
State's  workforce;  in  fact,  the  Commonwealth  has  the  highest 
teenage  workforce  participation  rate  of  any  large  state. 
.    Unemployment  among  the  State's  teenagers  has  declined  dramatically, 
falling  from  17.4%  in  1983  to  9.6°^  in  1984--the  first  time  since 
1970  the  teen  jobless  rate  averaged  below  10%. 
.    Almost  three-quarters  of  working  teens  hold  jobs  in  the  trade 
and  service  sectors,  both  of  which  have  enjoyed  strong  job 
growth  in  recent  years. 
"Massachusetts  offers  better  job  prospects  for  teenagers  than  almost  anywhere 
else  in  the  country."    Kristin  S.  Demong,  DES  Director,  observed,  pointing  out  that 
in  1984  the  national  teen  jobless  rate  stood  at  18.9%,  almost  twice  the  Massachusetts 
rate.    Demong  cautioned,  however,  that  minority  teenagers,  high  school  dropouts  and 
teens  from  poor  families  continue  to  face  severe  barriers  to  employment.  While 
nearly  80%  of  high  school  graduates  work,  for  example,  barely  half  of  all  dropouts 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Evelyn  F.  Murphy,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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hold  jobs.    Among  black  dropouts,  the  number  working  falls  to  only  26%,  with  black 
high  school  graduates  actually  doing  less  well  than  white  high  school  dropouts. 

"For  the  vast  majority  of  teenagers  wages  mean  a  better  quality  of  life  and, 
even  more  importantly,  early  work  experience  translates  into  greater  earning  power 
as  an  adult,"  Demong  noted.    Ironically,  the  DES  report  clearly  shows  that  teenagers 
who  most  need  the  short  and  long  term  benefits  of  working  are  the  least  likely 
to  find  a  job.    "Poor  teenagers  frequently  live  in  communities  with  few  job  oppor- 
tunities.   St^ir.ied  in  their  first  attempts  to  find  work,  these  teenagers  are  all 
too  likely  to  become  permanently  discouraged." 

"A  strong  economy  is  not  enough  to  erase  joblessness  and  poverty.    This  report 
demonstrates  that  public  and  private  initiatives  are  crucial  if  we  are  going  to 
reach  the  teenagers  left  behind  in  even  the  best  of  economic  times."    Demong  stressed 
that  Massachusetts  led  the  Nation  in  developing  effective  employment  and  training 
programs.    "It  is  discouraging,  however,  that  Washington  is  cutting  funding  for  these 
programs  given  the  continued  need  and  their  track  record  of  success." 

The  DES  report  is  based  on  careful  analysis  of  census,  employment  and  education 
data.    It  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  special  reports  DES  is  publishing  on  the 
Massachusetts'  economy:    Earlier  this  year  DES  issued  Creating  A  Window  of 
Opportunity,  a  major  overview  of  job  growth  and  unemplo^inent  data;  DES  plans  to 
publish  analyses  of  poverty  in  Massachusetts  as  well  as  the  State's  high  tech- 
nology industry  later  this  year. 
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The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  rose  to  4.4  percent  in  November, 
up  slightly  from    three  consecutive  months  at  3.8  percent,  Kristin  S.  Demong, 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES) ,  announced  today.     Even  so, 
the  Massachusetts  rate  remained  the  lowest  of  the  11  major  industrial  states  for 
the  25th  consecutive  month. 

"Our  unemployment  continues  to  hover  around  4  percent,"  said  Demong, 
'indicating  virtual  full  employment  in  Massachusetts.     In  November,  we  saw  a 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of  new  entrants  into  the  labor  force,  and  our  data 
shows  a  significant  number  of  workers  leaving  their  jobs  voluntarily.     Both  of 
these  factors  are  strong  indicators  of  a  healthy  economy." 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  stood  at  7.0  percent  in  November,  down 
from  7.1  percent  in  October.  Last  year,  the  national  and  state  rates  stood 
at  7.1  percent  and  4.3  percent  respectively. 

Employment  in  a  number  of  industries  continued  to  rise,  particularly  trade 
and  the  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  sector.     "Our  trade,  service, 
construction  and  finance  sectors  have  shown  marked  growth  over  the  last  year," 
said  Demong.     "These  increases  have  more  than  offset  the  slight  slowdown  in 
growth  of  the  manufacturing  sector.     One  of  the  best  things  about  the  Massachusetts 
economy,  and  the  reason  I'm  so  optimistic  about  our  future,  is  our  economic 
diversity.     Massachusetts  continues  to  provide  opportunities  for  all  its  citizens 
because  of  the  flexibility  which  our  diversity  brings." 


NOTE:  The  December  unemployment  rate  will  be  released  on  WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  8,  1986. 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Evelyn  F.  Murphy,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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Massachusetts'  1985  Unemployment  Rate 


Ties  For  Lowest  In  Nation 
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Calling  Massachusetts  "a  land  of  economic  opportunity  and  a  beacon  of 
hope  for  other  states,"  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs  Joseph  Alviani  today 
announced  that  Massachusetts'  3.9  percent  annual  unemployment  rate  in  1985 
tied  for  the  lowest  rate  among  all  50  states. 

Citing  revised  figures  released  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
today,  Alviani  noted  that  the  1985  annual  rate  is  the  lowest  Massachusetts 
has  ever  recorded  in  the  preseirt  data  s'eries. 

Governor  Dukakis  commented,  "There  are  more  people  at  work  in  Massa- 
chusetts today  than  at  any  time  in  our  state's  history.    Through  programs 
like  Employment  and  Training  CHOICES,  which  has  helped  23,000  welfare 
recipients  into  decent,  long-term  jobs,  we're  providing  opportunities  for 
workers  who  have  traditionally  been  left  behind  during  economic  good  times 
to  get  into  the  labor  force  and  lead  productive  lives." 

Nationally,  the  1985  annual  unemployment  rate  stood  at  7.2  percent, 
more  than  three  full  percentage  points  above  the  Massachusetts  average. 
New  Hampshire  also  posted  a  3.9  percent  annual  rate,  tying  Massachusetts 
for  the  lowest  ranking  spot. 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Eronomic  Affairs       Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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"Proposed  federal  budget  cuts  will  reduce  opportunities  for  precisely 
those  individuals  who  need  help  the  most— welfare  recipients,  minorities, 
workers  who  are  victims  of  plant  closings.    Thanks  to  a  strong  Massachusetts 
economy  and  to  programs  aimed  at  helping  disadvantaged  workers,  in 
Massachusetts  we  can  offer  support  where  it  is  desperately  needed,"  Dukakis  said. 

Over  the  past  three  years,  more  than  285,000  new  jobs  have  been  created 
in  Massachusetts.  Strong  growth  in  a  number  of  industries,  including  trade, 
services  and  construction,  helped  fuel  this  phenomenal  increase. 

"The  diversity  of  our  state's  economy  has  played  an  imoortant  role  in 
shaping  Massachusetts'  success,  and  it  will  continue  to  support  us  as  we 
create  the  Massachusetts  economy  of  the  future,"  said  Alviani.    "While  we  foster 
innovative  industries  through  programs  such  as  Centers  of  Excellence,  we  will 
continue  to  make  sure  that  Massachusetts  provides  a  healthy  environment  for 
the  wide  range  of  other  industries  that  make  their  home  here." 
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State 

Massachusetts 

New  Hampshire 

Maryland 

Vermont 

Connecticut 

Rhode  Island 

Kansas 

So.  Dakota 

Delaware 

Maine 

North  Carolina 

Nebraska 

Virginia 

Hawaii 

New  Jersey 

Colorado 

Utah 

North  Dakota 

Florida 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Arizona 

New  York 


Unemployment  Rate 
50  States 
1985  Ranking 

Rate 

3.9 
3.9 
4.6 
4.8 
4.9 
4.9 
5.0 
5.1 
5.3 
5.4 
5.4 
5.5 
5.6 
5.6 
5.7 
5.9 
5.9 
5.9 
6.0 
6.0 
6.4 
6.5 
6.5 


over 


State  Rate 

So.  Carolina  6.8 

Texas  7 . 0 

Oklahoma  7.1 

Wyoming  7.1 

California  7.2 

Wisconsin  7.2 

Montana  7.7 

Idaho  7 . 9 

Indiana  7 . 3 

Iowa  8 . 0 

Nevada  8.0 

Pennsylvania  8 . 0 

Tennessee  8.0 

Washington  8.1 

District  of  Columbia  8.4 

Arkansas  8.7 

New  Mexico  8.8 

Oregon  8.8 

Alabama  8.9 

Ohio  8.9 

Illinois  9.0 

Kentucky  9.5 

Alaska  9 . 7 

Michigan  9.9 

Mississippi  10.3 

Louisiana  11.3 

West  Virginia  13.0 


Source  :      Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


MASSACHUSETTS  RANKING 


OVER  TIME 


1985 

1984 

1  Massachusetts 

3.9 

1 

New  Hampshire 

4.3 

New  Hampshire 

3.9 

South  Dakota 

4.3 

51    West  Virginia 

3 

Nebraska 

4.4 

4 

Connecticut 

4.6 

5 

Massachusetts 

4.8 

51 

West  Virginia 

15.0 

1980 

1976 

1  Nebraska 

4.1 

1 

Nebraska 

3.3 

10  Massachusetts 

5.6 

47 

Massachusetts 

9.5 

51  Michigan 

12.4 

48 

Arizona 

9.8 

49 

Hawaii 

9.8 

50 

New  York 

10.3 

51 

New  Jersey 

10.4 

1975 

1970 

Data  for  29  States 

Data  for  27  States 

1  Texas 

5.2 

1 

Missouri 

3.3 

28  Massachusetts 

11.2 

16 

Massachusetts 

4.6 

29  Michigan 

12.5 

New  Jersey 

4.6 

27 

Washington 

9.2 
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Listo  Fisher  727-5436 
Michelle  Andrews  7?7-6565 


ynWersity  of  iViassachuse 
riorin^ito^V  Copy 

The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  held  steady  at  3.7  percent  in 


March  for  the  second  straight  month,  Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Employment  Security,  announced  today.    "The  March  rate  shovys 
the  stability  of  the  Massachusetts  economy,  and  our  ability  to  maintain  a 
low  unemployment  rate,"  said  Demong.    "Meanwhile,  the  nation's 
insignificant  decline  from  7.3  percent  in  February  to  7.2  percent  in 
March  shows  an  unfortunate  stability  as  well  --  an  unacceptably  high 
unemployment  rate." 

March  marks  the  25th  consecutive  month  that  Massachusetts  has  posted 
the  lov/est  unemployment  rate  of  the  11  major  industrial  states.    Of  those 
11  states,  only  New  Jersey's  4.2  percent  rate  fell  even  within  two 
percentage  points  of  the  Massachusetts  March  rate.    Last  year, 
Massachusetts'  unemployment  stood  at    4.1  percent  at  this  time,  and 
throughout  the  past  year,  the  rate  has  hovered  at  or  below  4  percent. 

"Not  only  is  our  rate  lower  this  year  than  last,  but  our  data  gives 
other  indications  of  a  vibrant  economy,"  said  Demong.    "We're  seeing 
continued  gains  in  a  number  of  industries:    construction,  the  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  sector,  services  and  wholesale  and  retail 
trade,  for  example.    Moreover,  people  who  are  unemployed  are  getting  back 
into  the  workforce  more  quickly." 

-  more  - 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment 
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During  the  first  quarter  of  1986  which  ended  in  March,  the  average 
length  of  time  that  unemployed  v/orkers  collected  benefits  was  10  weeks, 
28  percent  lower  than  last  year's  14  weeks  for  the  same  time  period. 
Fully  50  percent  of  all  claimants  got  back  into  the  workforce  after 
collecting  benefits  for  four  weeks  or  less. 

Demong  said,  "This  is  good  news  for  Massachusetts.    Despite  slight 
djclines  in  the  manufacturing  sector,  as  evidenced  by  the  layoffs  at 
General  Dynamics  and  Colonial  Provision  Company,  our  continued  stability 
is  testament  to  our  state's  ability  to  provide  opportunity  for  all  its 
citizens." 
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May  2,  1986 


FOR  IMMmiATC  RHIASE 


Massachusetts  Division  of 

Employment  Security 

Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 

Government  Center 

Boston,  MA  02114 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Listo  Fisner  727-5436 


Michelle  Andrews  727-6565 


The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  edged  up  to  4.0  percent  in  April,  up 
slightly  from  the  3.7  percent  rate  posted  in  both  February  and  fiarch,  Marlene 
Seltzer,  Deputy  Director  for  the  Division  of  Employment  Security,  announced 
today.  Massachusetts'  rate,  for  the  26th  consecutive  month,  maintained  its 
lead  among  the  nation's  eleven  largest  industrial  states. 

"The  strength  and  diversity  of  the  Massachusetts  economy  continues  to 
provide  opportunities  for  our  labor  force  of  more  than  three  million 
workers,"  said  Seltzer.  "We're  confident  that  given  this  low  rate,  we  can 
meet  the  changing  needs  of  our  labor  force." 

The  trade  and  construction  sectors  of  the  Massachusetts  economy  shov^ed 
healthy  gains  in  April  due,  in  part,  to  expected  seasonal  increases  Many 
young  people  who  typically  seek  summer  jobs  in  the  retail  trade  and  service 
sectors  may  anticipate  a  strong  market  for  their  skills. 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  stood  at  7.1  percent  in  April, 
virtually  unchanged  from  March's  7.2  percent  rate.  Michigan's  9.2  percent 
rate  was  the  highest  recorded  of  the  eleven  industrial  states,  while  North 
Carolina's  5.7  percent  ranked  second  to  Massachusetts. 
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ichael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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A  United  States  Federal  Grand  Jury  today  indicted  12  people  for 
conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security 
(DES)    in  an  alleged  six-year  scheme  netting  $750,000. 

The  indictments  follow  a  lengthy  state  and  federal  investigation  of 
persons  posing  as  workers  laid  off  from  fictitious  companies  and  using 
fictitious  names  and  social  security  numbers  to  claim  unemployment  insurance 
benefits  from  DES.    The  11  persons  indicted  were  not  legitimate  unemployment 
insurance  claimants,  nor  were  the  companies  cited  legitimate  employers. 

This  scheme  was  first  detected  by  local  DES  staff  in  Chelsea,  wiio 
referred  it  to  DES'  Audit  Department  for  further  investigation. 
Subsequently,    with  the  concurrence  of  the  Attorney  General's  Criminal 
Division  and  the  Department  of  Labor's  Office  of  Inspector  General,  a  joint 
federal -state  Investigative  effort  revealed  that  a  large  number  of  illegal 
benefit  claims  had  been  filed  against  several  small  fictitious  construction 
companies  during  the  past  six  years.    Ten  of  the  12  persons  indicted  today 
were  arrested  on  April  24  and  initially  charged  with  social  security  and  mail 
fraud. 

-  more  - 


S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Joseph  P.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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"Fraud  is  a  serious  matter,"  said  DES  Director  Kristin  S.  Demong.  "We  have 
taken  steps  to  minimize  the  chance  of  a  scheme  like  this  happening  again. 
While  no  legitimate  benefit  claimants  were  involved  and  no  workers  lost  money 
as  the  result  of  this  scheme,  v^e  nave  reviewed  and  expanded  DES'  system  to 
control  improper  payments.    Fraud  hurts  all  of  us,  and  anyone  who  attempts  to 
steal  unemployment  insurance  benefits  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted,"  she 
warned. 

She  added,  "We  appreciate  the  priority  placed  on  this  case  by  the  United 
States  Attorney's  Office." 

Incidence  of  fraud  of  this  magnitude  are  rare  at  DES.    Demong  cited  some 
of  the  agency's    preventive  measures  to  guard  against  abuses,  including 
crossmatching  with  other  federal  and  state  taxing  agencies,  intensive  screening 
of  applications  for  a  tax  number  where  important  information  on  the  firm  or  its 
owners  is  not  readily  furnished  by  the  employer,  and  random  audits  of 
businesses  liable  for  taxes.    An  automated  program  to  detect  attempts  to  use 
invalid  social  security  numbers  to  claim  benefits  is  also  currently  being 
devel oped. 

The  12  individuals  indicted  today  were  identified  as  follows:  Paul  P. 
Clancy,  Sr.,  46,  Dorchester;  Paul  P.  Clancy,  Jr.,  27,  South  Boston,;  Harry 
Flaherty,  33,  South  Boston;  John  M.  Flaherty,  38,  South  Boston;  Joseph  M. 
Brennick,  56,  Charlestown;  William  T.  McDonald,  38,  South  Boston;  Michael  E. 
Mahoney,  28,  South  Boston;  John  F.  Brennan,  24,  Quincy;  David  Brown,  22,  South 
Boston;  Kathleen  Brown,  19,  South  Boston;  Paul  D.  Smith,  54,  South  Boston;  and 
Thomas  P.Littlefield,  46,  Dorchester. 
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Massachusetts  Division  of 
Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
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REPORT  PROJECTS  450,000  NEW  JOBS  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS  IN  NEXT  DECADE 

Massachusetts  will  add  450,000  new  jobs  over  the  next  10  years,  continuing 
its  pattern  of  strong  growth  in  diverse  industry  sectors,  according  to  a  report 


^  released  today  by  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES). 

The  report,  "Massachusetts  Industrial  Employment  Projected  Changes, 
-5  1984-1995"  examines  industry  trends  destined  to  shape  employment  growth  in  the 
Commonwealth  over  the  upcoming  decade.  Overall,  the  report  estimates  a  15.8 
percent  growth  rate.  More  than  half  of  all  new  jobs  are  projected  in  the 
\^  service  sector,  and  business  services  will  show  the  greatest  increase,  adding 
II  an  estimated  87,500  new  jobs  by  1  995.  The  trade  and  manufacturing  sectors  will 
^  continue  to  maintain  significant  shares  of  the  state's  industry,  and  smaller 
industries,  such  as  construction  and  financial  services,  are  expected  to  show 
continued  strong  growth. 

"This  report  confirms  our  positive  prognosis  for  the  Massachusetts 
economy,"  said  DES  Director  Kristin  S.  Demong.  "Diversity  has  always  been  a 
key  to  Massachusetts'  economic  healtn,  and  tnis  report  predicts  that  the  jobs 
we  add  over  the  coming  decade  will  support  and  strengthen  our  broad  economic 
base." 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  report: 

•  Growth  in  the  service  sector  will  be  concentrated  in  business  and 
health  services,  with  computer  and  data  processing  services  growing 
at  the  fastest  rate:  109  percent. 
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•  Manufacturing  will  continue  to  maintain  a  significant  share  of 
Massachusetts  employment,  comprising  nearly  11  percent  of  the  total 
in  1995.  Within  this  sector,  high  tech  manufacturing  should  show  a 
strong  31  percent  increase. 

•  Construction  has  rapidly  expanded  its  share  of  total  employment  in 
recent  years.  This  is  the  fastest  growing  industry;  its  28.3  percent 
projected  growth  rate  should  add  more  than  27,000  jobs  by  1995. 

•  Employment  in  the  trade  sector  is  expected  to  grow  17.6  percent, 
slightly  faster  than  the  economy  overall. 

•  Demand  for  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  services  has  been  high 
and  is  expected  to  remain  so  over  the  decade,  with  a  growth  rate  of 
16.2  percent.  Most  job  growth  is  expected  in  real  estate  and 
investment  services. 


Demong  commented,  "Looking  at  the  years  ahead,  the  Corimonwealth  is 
committed  to  planting  the  seeds  for  tomorrow's  economic  prosperity  today. 
Through  programs  such  as  Centers  of  Excellence,  which  identifies  and  supports 
emerging  technologies,  and  the  Industrial  Services  Program,  which  retrains 
plant  closing  victims  for  jobs  in  competitive  fields,  we're  ensuring  that 
Massachusetts  workers  and  industries  can  meet  the  challenges  of  the  future." 
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The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  remained  virtually  unchanged  at  3.7 
percent  in  July,  Marlene  Seltzer,  Deputy  Director  for  the  Division  of 
Employment  Security  (DES),  announced  today.  The  state  posted  a  3.6  percent 
unemployment  rate  for  the  month  of  June. 

"The  strength  and  diversity  of  the  Massachusetts  economy  are  crucial 
factors  in  sustaining  our  unemployment  rate--one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
nation.  July's  3.7  percent  rate  marks  the  29th  consecutive  month 
Massachusetts  posted  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  of  the  nation's  11  largest 
industrial  states,  a  resounding  endorsement  of  the  state's  overall  economic 
strength,"  said  Seltzer. 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  for  July  was  6.9  percent,  down  slightly 
from  June's  7.1  percent  rate. 

Seasonal  factors  accounted,  in  part,  for  a  healthy  increase  in 
construction  industry  employment  as  well  as  a  slight  decline  in 
transportation.  The  service  sector  remained  strong,  and  tne  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  sector  showed  a  slight  increase. 

"There's  no  question  that  the  Massachusetts  economy  remains  strong," 
continued  Seltzer.  "Employment  is  up  47,000  over  last  year.  In 
Massachusetts,  we  continue  to  provide  a  positive  climate  for  our  citizens  to 
fi  nd  and  keep  joDs . " 

Of  the  11  industrial  states.  North  Carolina's  4.8  percent  unemployment 
rate  was  second  to  Massachusetts'.  Michigan  recorded  the  highest  rate,  8.9 
percent.  . 

-30- 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor      Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs      Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 


August  6,  1986 


Massachusetts  Division  of 
Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Michelle  Andrews  727-5436 


FOR  IMMB>IATl  RHfASE 


I— 


n 
II 


REPORT  PROJECTS  HEALTH  CARE  INDUSTRY  EMPLOYMENT  TRENDS 

While  the  Massachusetts  health  care  industry  continues  to  grow 
overall,  structural  changes  are  causing  a  shift  in  demand  fo>^  particular 
occupations,  according  to  a  report  released  today  by  the  Division  of 
Employment  Security  (DES). 

The  report,  "Employment  Trends  in  the  Health  Care  Industry," 
describes  how  increasing  competition  by  health  care  providers, 
cost-containment  measures  and  an  aging  population  are  changing  tne 
structure  of  the  health  care  industry.  Nursing  homes,  home  health  care 
and  alternative  care  facilities  are  tne  prime  beneficiaries  of  this 
shift,  while  hospitals  have  borne  the  brunt  of  industry  restructuring. 

Overall,  the  health  care  industry  accounted  for  9  percent  of  total 
employment  in  1  985.  According  to  Deputy  Director  Marlene  Seltzer,  "By 
remaining  sensitive  to  tne  changes  in  this  industry,  we  can  successfully 
target  our  employment,  training  and  educational  programs  to  meet  health 
workers'  ongoing  needs." 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  report: 

0  Hospital  employment,  traditionally  the  largest  and  most  stable  sector 
within  the  industry,  has  experienced  the  greatest  transition,  with 
employment  in  acute  care  facilities  declining  slightly. 

0  Employment  in  all  other  sectors  is  growing:  employment  in  nursing 
homes  and  home  health  care,  wnich  employ  approximately  25  percent  of 
all  industry  workers,  grew  by  approximately  4,000  jobs  from  1982  to 
1984.  This  growth  is  likely  to  continue  as  the  state's  population 
ages  and  hospitals,  responding  to  cost-containment  procedures, 
release  elderly  patients  earlier. 
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0  Less  skilled  workers,  such  as  licensed  practical  nurses  (LPNs), 
nursing  aides  and  entry  level  clerical  workers,  have  been  most 
affected  by  hospital  staff  declines,  while  skilled  workers  such  as 
physical  therapists,  experienced  registered  nurses  (RNs),  radiologic 
technicians  and  medical  assistants  remain  in  demand. 

Seltzer  commented,   "The  health  care  industry  in  Massachusetts  is  a 

crucial  one,  and  the  state  remains  committed  to  strengthening  it.  We  will 

continue  to  monitor  and  examine  activity  in  this  industry  to  ensure  that 

Massachusetts  health  care  workers   are   receiving  the  support  they  need 

during  this  transition  period." 
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DUKAKIS  PRAISES  DES'S  CONTRIBUTION  TO  STATE'S  ECONOMY 
AT  EMPLOYEE  AWARDS  CEREMONY 

Calling  DES  "a  cornerstone  in  the  success  story  unfolding  in  the 
Comnonwea  I  th, "  Governor  Michael  S.  Dukakis  today  joined  600  employee^i  of  the 
Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES)  for  an  employee  awards  ceremony  to  celebrate 
outstanding  joo  performance. 


ZD 

\^  "DES  is  vital   to  our  state's  economic  strength,"  said  Dukakis.   "At  the  same 

I— 

S  time  that  DES  creates  opportunities  for  all  Massachusetts  citizens  to  find  quality 
)S   jobs  that  meet  the  workplace  needs  of  today  and  tomorrow,  the  agency  is  helping 

si! 

5^  Massachusetts  employers  find  the  qualified  workers  they  need.  I  congratulate  DES 
i/^  employees  for  their  contribution  to  these  important  goals." 

II  DES  Director  Kristin  S.  Demong,  who  hosted  the  ceremony,  emphasized,  "DES's 

contribution  to  the  state's  econony  is  possible  only  because  of  the  strides  our 
employees  have  made  in  providing  prompt,  fair,  compassionate  services." 

Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs  Joseph  D.  Alviani  joined  Governor  Dukakis  and 
Director  Demong  in  congratulating  DES  employees  in  the  ceremony  at  Gardner 
Auditorium  at  the  State  House.  Senator  Pat  McGovern  ( D-Lawrence ) ,  Representative 
Kenneth  Lemanski  (D-Chicopee ) ,  and  Taunton  Mayor  Richard  Johnson  were  honored 
guests. 

More  than  300  DES  employees  or  groups  of  employees  were  recognized  at  this 
second  annual  awards  ceremony.  Among  the  winners  was  the  Western  Region  Mature 
Industries  Re-employment  Team,  recipients  of  the  1986  Manuel  Carballo  Governor's 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Public  Service.  This  group  of  11  individuals  was  one  of 
only  ten  state  employees  or  groups  of  employees 


  more  
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to  receive  this  highest  of  public  service  honors.  DES  employees  from  all  other 
service  areas,  including  the  Employment  Service,  Unemployment  Insurance,  Tax 
Service,  LaDor  Market  Information  and  Support  Services  were  also  recognized. 

"DES  well  deserves  to  oe  celebrating  a  tradition  of  excellence  today,"  said 
Alviani.  "^ts  employees  have  always  remained  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
Massachusetts  residents,  from  claimants  to  job  seekers  to  welfare  recipients. 
Through  their  sensitivity,  hard  work  and  innovative  programs,  DES  has  established  a 
genuine  tradition  of  excellence." 

Concluded  Demong,  "Massachusetts'  labor  force  of  more  than  three  million 
people  is  our  state's  most  valuaole  resource,  and  we  remain  committed  to  providing 
opportunities  to  all  workers,  especially  those  facing  employment  barriers.  Special 
programs,  such  as  the  Employment  and  Training  (ET)  CHOICES  Program  and  the 
Dislocated  Worker  Program,  focus  on  providing  opportunities  for  these  workers.  Last 
year  alone,  DES  helped  6,000  welfare  recipients  into  jobs  that  offer  them  a  route 
out  of  poverty,  and  over  13,000  workers  laid  off  by  plant  closings  have  been 
assisted  through  the  Dislocated  Worker  Program.  I'm  proud  of  those  accomplishments, 
and  of  you,  the  people  who  made  them  possible." 


-30- 


November  7,  1986 


COLLECTlOi! 

OCT  9  1987 

FOR  IMMH>IATC  RHJEASE  (JnivGrsity  of  Massachusetts 

Depository  Copy 


Massachusetts  Division  of 
Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Michel le  Andrews  727-5436 


V 


I— 


The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  3.9  percent  in  Octooer, 
down  from  Septemoer's  4.2  percent  rate,  Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES),  announced  today.  October  marked  the 
32nd  consecutive  montn  that  Massachusetts  posted  the  lowest  unemployment  rate 
of  the  nation's  11  industrial  states. 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  remained  at  7  percent  for  Octooer, 
identical  to  September's  rate  and  up  slightly  from  August's  6.8  percent  rate. 

"flassachusetts '  unemployment  rate  has  hovered  around  4  percent  for  the 
past  two  years,"  said  Demong.  "In  the  past  year  we  nave  continued  to  see 
impressive  joo  gains  in  a  number  of  industries  such  as  services,  the  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  sector  and  construction." 

"Our  most  recent  figures  show  all  of  Massachusetts'  labor  market  areas 
recording  unemployment  rates  lower  tnan  the  national  unadjusted  September 
rate  of  6.8  percent,"  continued  Demong.  "Massachusetts'  vibrant,  diverse 
economy  is  providing  opportunities  not  only  across  industry  sectors  but  also 
throughout  the  geograpnic  regions  of  the  state." 

Of  the  11  industrial  states,  Texas  recorded  the  highest  unemployment 
rate,  9.5  percent,  while  North  Carolina's  5  percent  rate  ranked  second  to 
Massachusetts. 
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Massachusetts  posted  a  4.2  percent  unemployment  rate  for  November,  the  33rd 
consecutive  month  for  which  the  Commonwealth  has  maintained  the  lowest 
unemployment  rate  of  the  nation's  11  large  industrial  states,  Kristin  S.  Demong, 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES),  announced  today.  The 
state  posted  a  3.9  percent  unemployment  rate  for  the  month  of  October. 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  remained  at  7  percent,  identical  to 
September  and  October's  rate. 

"While  Massachusetts  continues  to  post  a  low  unemployment  rate,  the  national 
rate  remains  consistently  high  at  7  percent,  nearly  3  full  percentage  points 
above  Massachusetts'  rate,"  said  Demong.  "Tne  fact  that  Massachusetts  has 
maintained  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  of  the  large  industrial  states  for  al'nost 
three  years  is  a  true  indication  of  our  strong  and  stable  economy." 

Strong  yearly  job  gains  were  posted  in  the  construction  sector,  the  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  sector  and  the  services  sector. 

"As  we  move  into  the  holiday  season,  employers  will  continue  to  have  a  hard 
time  recruiting  workers  for  primarily  trade  sector  jobs  ttiat  have  proven 
difficult  to  fill  throughout  the  year.  Increasingly,  employers  are  adopting 
creative  recruitment  strategies  to  attract  workers,  offering  higher  <vages, 
bonuses,  employee  discounts,  even  college  tuition  support,"  continued  Demong. 

Of  the  11  industrial  states.  New  Jersey's  4.4  percent  unemployment  rate  was 
second  to  Massachusetts,  while  Texas  recorded  the  highest  rate,  at  9.5  percent. 
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Massachusetts  posted  a  3.5  percent  unemployment  rate  for  January,  Kristin 
S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES)  announced 
today.    In  December  Massachusetts'  rate  was  3.3  percent. 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  was  6.7  percent,  identical  to  December's 


(J  6.7  percent  rate. 


"Massachusetts    continues    to    post    a    low    unemployment    rate,    a  clear 


;  LU 

indicator  that  ours  is  a  consistently  stable,  healthy  economy,"  said  Demong. 

56 

2 51  "Last  year  at  this  time  the  Massachusetts  rate  was  3.4  percent.    The  national 

J  LU 

rate  has  also  remained  relatively  consistent,  but  consistently  high  at  more 
II  than  3  full  percentage  points  above  Massachusetts'  rate." 

Strong  yearly  job  gains  were  posted  in  the  construction  indus'try,  the 
finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  sector,  the  high  tech  nonmanufacturi ng 
sector  and  the  services  sector. 

"Massachusetts  remains  committed  to  providing  a  positive  climate  for  all 
its  citizens  to  find  and  keep  quality  jobs  at  the  same  time  that  the  state 
places  special  emphasis  on  removing  the  barriers  that  some  people  face  in  the 
labor  market,"  continued  Demong.  "Special  programs,  such  as  the  Employment 
and  Training  (ET)  CHOICES  Program,  which  helps  welfare  recipients  out  of 
poverty  through  jobs  with  a  future,  and  the  Dislocated  Worker  Program,  which 
offers  training  and  placement  services  to  1  aid-off  workers,  underscore  that 
commitment. " 
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MASSACHUSETTS'  3.5  PERCENT  FEBRUARY  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 
MARKS  36th  CONSECUTIVE  MONTH  AS  LOWEST  OF  INDUSTRIAL  STATES 

The  Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  remained  unchanged  at  3.5  percent  in 

Feoruary,    identical    to  January's   rate,    Kristin   S.    Demong,    Director  of  tne 

Division    of    Employment    Security    (DES),    announced    today.     February's  rate 

brings  to  three  years  the  number  of  consecutive  months  for  which  Massachusetts 

has  posted  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  of  the  nation's  11   large  industrial 

states. 

"In  addition  to  our  excellent  standing  among  the  industrial  states, 
Massachusetts  tied  for  the  second  lowest  unemployment  rate  in  the  nation  for 
1986,  at  3.8  percent,"  said  Demong.  "Tne  strength  and  diversity  of  tne 
Massachusetts  economy  remain  crucial  factors  in  sustaining  our  consistently 
low  unemployment  rate. 

"In  comparison  with  some  of  the  other  industrial  states,"  continued 
Demong,  "Massachusetts'  diverse  economic  base  allows  our  economy  to 
accommodate  industry  fluctuations,  A  state  such  as  Texas,  for  example,  wnich 
is  heavily  dependent  on  oil,  or  Michigan,  which  is  dependent  on  the  automooUe 
industry,  have  less  flexibility  to  respond  to  changing  industry  conditions." 

Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  stood  at  6.7  percent  in  February, 
consistent  with  January's  rate. 

Of  the  11  industrial  states.  New  Jersey's  4.1  percent  unemployment  rate 
was  second  to  Massachusetts'  rate.  Texas  recorded  the  highest  rate  for 
February,  at  8.7  percent. 
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Massachusetts'  healthy  economy  added  55,000  net  new  jobs  last  year, 
Kristin  S.  Demong,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  announced 
today.    Services  and  trade  led  the  job  gains,  adding  36,000  and  22,000  new  jobs, 
■  respectively,  while  construction  grew  at  the  fastest  pace,  increasing  10.4  percent. 
"Massachusetts  continues  to  be  the  envy  of  the  nation.    While  our  3.8 
percent  annual  unemployment  rate  tied  for  second  lowest  in  the  country  last  year. 
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y=)     our  state  added  jobs  in  diverse  industries  in  every  part  of  the  state.    Our  stable 
)^     population  means  that  our  nearly  2  percent  growth  rate  was  a  healthy  one,"  said 
Demong . 

Statewide,  each  of  Massachusetts'  labor  market  areas  posted  annual 
unemployment  rates  below  the  national  average  of  7  percent.    The  three  fastest 
growing  of  Massachusetts'  primary  labor  market  areas  were  Pittsfield  (3.7%), 
Worcester  (3.6%)  and  Brockton  (3.1%).  • 

In  1986,  the  state's  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  (FIRE)  sector's 
8.1  percent  growth  rate  was  second  only  to  construction.    The  manufacturing  sector 
lost  5.5  percent  of  its  jobs  over  the  year;  since  August,  this  sector  appears  to 
have  stabilized. 

"One  of  our  greatest  challenges  is  to  ensure  that  Massachusetts  workers 
can  successfully  transition  from  one  industry  to  a  different  one  tnat  shows  strong 
growth.    Our  data  indicates  that  workers  wno  have  made  the  transition  from 
traditional  manufacturing  are,  in  fact,  finding  jobs  in  other  sectors,  and  are 
replacing  more  than  90  percent  of  their  average  previous  wage.    This  is  strong 
evidence  that  Massachusetts  has  the  flexibility  to  maintain  its  competitive  edge  in 
tomorrow's  economy,"  said  Demong.  (more) 
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Massachusetts  1986  Job  Growth  by  Industry 


In  1986,  Massachusetts  added  55,000  new  jobs. 

Service  added  tne  most  new  jobs,  increasing  35,600,  or  4.5  percent. 

Trade  showed  the  second  largest  absolute  increase,  adding  21,700  new 
jobs,  a  3.2  percent  growth  rate. 

Construction  grew  at  the  fastest  pace,  10.4  percent,  adding  11,400  joDs. 

Finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  was  the  second  fastest  growing 
sector,  adding  1  5,300  new  jobs,  an  8.1  percent  rate  of  growtn. 

Government  grew  slightly,  1.7  percent,  adding  6,500  jobs. 

Transportation,  communications  and  utilities  lost  400  jobs,  a  slignt 
decline  of  0.3  percent. 

Manufacturi  ng  declined  by  35,700  joDs,  or  5.5  percent. 


Massachusetts  1986  Annual  Average  Unemployment  Rates 
by  Labor  Market  Area 


Area 

Rate  {%) 

State 

3.8 

Amherst 

2.8 

Athol 

5.6 

Attl  eboro 

5.6 

Balance  of  Western  Mass. 

3.3 

Barnstable  County 

4.2 

Boston 

3.3 

Brockton 

4.3 

Dukes  County 

3.7 

Fall  River* 

6.6 

Fi  tchburg/Leomi  nster 

4.8 

Gardner 

6.1 

Great  Barrington 

2.8 

Greenf iel d 

3.4 

Lawrence/Haverhi  1 1  * 

4.9 

Lowe! 1  * 

4.0 

Nantucket  County 

2.4 

Nortn  Adams 

5.1 

New  Bedford 

6.2 

Pi  ttsfield 

4.1 

Sal  em/Gl  oucester 

3.6 

Southbri  dge 

4.7 

Spri  ngf  i  el  d 

4.2 

Taunton 

5.6 

Ware 

4.0 

Worcester 

3.7 
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Massachusetts  posted  a  3.9  percent  unemployment  rate  in  March,  up 
slightly  from  February's  3.5  percent  rate,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
(DES)  Acting  Director  Marlene  Seltzer  announced  today. 

"Massachusetts  posts  a  consistently  low  unemployment  rate,"  said 
Seltzer.  "The  first  quarter  average  unemployment  rate  for  1987,  3.5  percent, 
is  identical  to  last  year's  first  quarter  figure.  In  fact,  Massachusetts 
added  nearly  70,000  new  jobs  between  the  first  quarter  of  1985  and  the  first 
quarter  of  1987,  a  healthy  job  growth  rate  of  better  than  2  percent." 

Massachusetts'  construction  industry  and  the  finance,  insurance  and  real 
estate  sector  continued  to  show  the  fastest  growth  between  the  first  quarter 
of  1986  and  the  first  quarter  of  1987,  while  the  service  sector  generated 
nearly  40,000  new  jobs  during  this  time. 

"The  strength  and  stability  of  the  Massachusetts  economy  continue  to 
provide  opportunities  for  all  Massachusetts  workers,"  added  Seltzer.  "With 
our  long-term  low  unemployment  rate,  hovering  at  4  percent  for  more  than  two 
years,  we're  confident  that  we  can  continue  to  meet  the  changing  needs  of  our 
labor  force  of  more  than  three  million." 
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Massachusetts  Division  of 
Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Michel  I  9  Anarews:  727-5436 
Patricia  Madigan:  727-5565 


NOTE:  Federal  law  requires  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  to  notify 
residents  of  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampshire,  Worcester,  Middlesex, 
Essex  and  Norfolk  counties  that  they  may  be  eligible  to  receive 
special  Disaster  Unemployment  Assistance  as  a  result  of  recent 
flooding  in  those  areas.  Please  announce  this  information  in  your 
publication  or  on  the  air.    Thank  you  for  your  assistance. 


Workers  who  lost  their  jobs  due  to  severe  flooding  1n  seven  Massachusetts 
counties  may  oe  eligiole  for  special  Disaster  Unemployment  Assistance,  Marlene 
B.  Seltzer,  Acting  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES), 
announced. 

Disaster  Unemployment  Assistance  (DUA)  pays  special  unemployment  benefits 
to  those  workers  In  counties  declared  major  disaster  areas  who  are  unemployed 
as  a  result  of  tne  disaster.  Employees  from  companies  In  affected  areas  as 
well  as  some  self-employed  workers  may  oe  eligible  if  tney  are  unaole  to 
work.  Eligibilty  to  collect  DUA  Benefits  began  on  Sunday,  April  5,  1  987. 
Applicants  for  for  this  special  assistance  must  file  a  claim  In  person  at 
their  local  unemployment  office  within  30  days  of  this  notice. 

"Disaster  Unemployment  Assistance  pays  benefits  to  workers  not  covered 
under  tne  guidelines  for  unemployment  insurance,"  explained  Seltzer.  "I 
encourage  all  workers  affected  by  the  flooding  to  come  into  their  local  office 
as  soon  as  possible  to  determine  their  eligibility." 


For  more  information  about  DUA  benefits,  call  your  local  DES  office  or 
(617)  727-6664. 
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Massachusetts  posted  a  4  percent  unemployment  rate  in  April,  Marlene  3. 
Seltzer,  Acting  Director  of  tne  Division  of  Employment  Security  (DES), 
announced  today.    In  Marcn,  Massacnusetts  posted  a  3.9  percent  rate. 

"Massacnusetts '   low  rate  illustrates  the  strength  and  diversity  of  our 
economy,"  said  Seltzer.    "For  well  over  two  years  now  Massachusetts  has  posted 
an  unemployment  rata  around  4  percent,  and  all  indications  are  tnat  this  trend 
will  continue." 

Massachusetts'  construction  and  service  sectors,  as  well  as  the  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  (FIRE)  sector  all  showed  healthy  employment  gains  in 
Apri 1  . 

"Young  people  looking  for  summer  .joos  should  find  a  strong  market  for 
their  skills,"  continued  Seltzer.     "Massachusetts'  low  unemployment  >"ate  makes 
tnis  a  good  market  for  joo  applicants.    We're  confident  that  summer  joo 
seekers  will  have  a  number  of  employment  opportunities." 

Nationally,  tne  unemployment  rate  stood  at  6.3  percent  for  April. 
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MASSACHUSETTS'  SEPTEMBER  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  DROPS  TO  2.5  PERCENT; 
MAXIMUM  WEEKLY  UNEMPLOYMENT  BENEFIT  INCREASED  TO  $236 


III 


Massachusetts'  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  2.5  percent  in  September, 
down  from  3  percent  in  August,  Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Employment  Security,  announced  today.  September's  2.5  percent  is  identical  to 
July's  rate,  and  is  the  lowest  the  state  has  posted  since  January  1970, 

"Massachusetts'  healthy  economy  continues  to  outperform  itself,"  said 
Seltzer.  "While  month-to-month  variations  in  our  unemployment  rate  are  no 
barometer  of  economic  prosperity,  I  think  the  message  here  is  clear:  the 
Massachusetts  economy  is  vibrant  and  strong." 

Seasonally  unadjusted  unemployment  rates  at  the  local  level  for 
August  (most  recent  figures  available)  indicate  that  the  regions  are  sharing 
the  state's  prosperity.  Four  of  the  state's  11  major  labor  market  areas 
posted  rates  below  3  percent:  Boston  (2.5  percent);  Salem-Gloucester  (2.6 
percent);  Worcester  (2.7  percent);  Springfield  (2.8  percent).  None  of  the 
labor  market  areas  posted  rates  above  4.2  percent. 


-more- 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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Nationally,  the  unemployment  rate  dipped  slightly  to  5.9  percent  in 
September  from  6  percent  the  month  before.  For  the  fifth  month, 
Massachusetts'  rate  was  the  lowest  of  the  11  large  industrial  states.  North 
Carolina  was  second  to  Massachusetts  with  a  4  percent  unemployment  rate. 

Seltzer  also  announced  a  7.3  percent  increase  in  the  state's  maximum 
weekly  unemployment  insurance  benefit  level,  from  $220  to  $236,  and  an 
increase  in  the  maximum  weekly  amount  tnat  an  eligible  laid  off  worker  can 
collect  in  supplemental  Re-employment  Assistance  Benefits  (RAB),  from  $108  in 
1986  to  $115  in  1987. 

"Massachusetts  continues  to  improve  its  ability  to  provide 
opportunities  for  its  citizens  and  support  them  during  difficult  times.  While 
our  low  unemployment  rate  means  good  prospects  for  job  seekers,  the  increase 
in  the  benefit  level  takes  some  of  the  hardship  out  of  oeing  unemployed,"  she 
said. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  RECORDS  3.2  PERCENT  XTOBER  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 

Massachusetts'  posted  a  3.2  percent  unemployment  rate  in  October,  Marlene 
B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security  announced  today. 
>-      In  September,  the  Massachusetts'  unemployment  rate  was  2.5  percent. 
Z)         ■   "In  the  past  several  months,  we've  seen  some  fluctuation  in  the  unemploy- 

LU 

ment  rate:  still,  our  ten-month  average  is  3.3  percent,  down  from  3.9  percent 
in  1  986.     More  than  three  million  Massachusetts'   workers  are  employed.  Our 
economy  is  sound,  healthy,  and  continues  to  support  our  diverse  workforce," 
Qm      said  Seltzer. 

Unemployment  across  the  state's  11  major  labor  market  areas  has  signifi- 
cantly declined  over  the  last  year.  A  comparison  of  seasonally  unadjusted 
unemployment  rates  for  September  1987  (most  recent  figures  available)  and 
September  1986  documents  this  decline  in  unemployment. 

1987  1986 

Fall  River  3.9%  6.5% 

New  Bedford  3.8%  6.1% 

Lowell  3.0%  5.1% 

Worcester  2.6%  4.7% 

All   of  the  major   labor  market  areas   posted   rates   below  4.0  percent.  The 

Boston  unemployment  rate  was  the  lowest  at  2.5  percent,  down  from  3.8  percent 

last  September. 

Massachusetts'  rate  was  the  lowest  of  the  11  large  industrial  states  for 
the  sixth  consecutive  month.  New  Jersey  and  North  Carolina  are  second  to 
Massachusetts  with  3.9  percent  unemployment.  Nationally,  the  unemployment 
rate  rose  slightly  to  6.0  percent  in  October,  up  from  5.9  percent  in  September. 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Aiviani,  Secretary  of  Economir  Aff,iirs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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MASSACHUSETTS'  NOVEMBER  UNEMPLOYMENT  DROPS  TO  2.7  PERCENT 

Division  of  Employment  Security  Director  Marlene  B.  Seltzer  today 

announced  tnat  Massachusetts'  November  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  2.7 

percent,  down  from  3.2  percent  in  October.    November's  unemployment  rate  was 

^     the  lowest  among  tne  11  large  industrial  states  for  the  seventh  consecutive 

^     month  and  for  43  of  the  last  45  months. 
U 

^  The  flassachusetts  economy  continues  to  thrive,  and  our  prosperity 

is  shared  among  the  state's  demographic  groups  and  throughout  the  state's 

regions,"  said  Seltzer.    "All  tne  state's  labor  market  areas  are  posting 
rates  below  the  national  rate,  and  our  black,  teenage  and  Hispanic 
unemployment  rates  are  significantly  below  tne  national  average.  This  healthy 
economic  picture  sets  a  positive  tone  for  the  coming  year." 

For  the  month  of  October  (most  recent  figures  available),  four  of 
the  state's  11  largest  labor  market  areas  posted  unadjusted  rates  below  3 
percent:  Boston  (2.3);  Salem-Gloucester  (2.7);  Springfield  (2.7);  Viorcester 
(2.5).  Unemployment  among  youth  and  minorities  on  an  11 -month  average  basis 
was  significantly  below  the  national  average  for  the  same  time  period: 
Massachusetts'  6.3  percent  black  unemployment  rate  compared  to  13.1  percent 
nationally;  Massachusetts  posted  a  7.6  percent  teenage  unemployment  rate 
versus  17  percent  nationwide;  and  a  5.6  percent  Hispanic  unemployment  rate 
compared  to  9.1  percent  nationally. 

The  nation's  November  unemployment  rate  dipped  slightly  to  5.9 
percent  from  6  percent  the  previous  month.    Among  the  11  large  industrial 
states,  New  Jersey  was  second  to  Massachusetts  with  3.6  percent  unemployment, 

with  Texas  posting  the  highest  rate,  8.5  percent. 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director.  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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MASSACHUSETTS  POSTS  RECORD  LOW  3.2  PERCENT 
ANNUAL  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  FOR  1987 

Division  of  Employment  Security  Director  Marlene  B.  Seltzer  today 
announced  that  Massachusetts'  1987  annual  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  3.2 
percent,  down  from  last  year's  3.8  percent  and  the  lowest  annual  rate  the  state 
has  posted  since  1970  when  the  current  data  series  began.    1987  marks  the  fifth 
straight  year  that  Massachusetts'  annual  unemployment  rate  was  the  lowest  among 
the  nation's  11  largest  industrial  states. 

"This  is  great  news  for  our  people  and  for  our  future,"  Governor 
Michael  S.  Dukakis  said,  "and  it's  teamwork  that  made  the  difference  —  all  of 
us  working  together  to  bring  jobs  and  economic  opportunity  to  every  community 
and  region  of  the  Commonwealth." 

Massachusetts  posted  a  2.9  percent  rate  in  December,  virtually 
unchanged  from  November's  2.7  percent  rate.    The  nation  posted  a  5.8  percent 
December  rate,  bringing  to  6.2  percent  the  annual  average  unemployment  rate. 

"More  people  are  working  in  Massachusetts  than  ever  before,"  said 
Seltzer,  "and  still  we  continue  to  see  declines  in  our  black,  Hispanic  and 
teenage  unemployment  rates.    Massachusetts'  economic  strength  means  that  we  can 
reach  out  to  provide  opportunities  for  all  our  citizens,  and  we're  committed  to 
doi ng  just  tnat. " 

-more- 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Eronomir  Affairs     Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Emplovmont  Security 
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Annual  unemployment  rates  for  Hispanics  fell  to  5.3  percent  in  1987, 
down  from  8.4  percent  the  previous  year.    At  6.0  percent,  black  unemployment  in 
Massachusetts  was  down  from  6.3  percent  the  previous  year  and  less  than  half  the 
national  black  rate.    Teenage  unemployment  fell  to  7.7  percent  last  year,  down 
from  9.5  percent  the  previous  year  and  far  below  the  nation's  unemployment  rate 
for  16-19  year  olds. 

Eleven-month  averages  for  Massachusetts'  25  labor  market  areas  show 
that  all  have  either  declined  or  remained  unchanged  over  the  year.    Athol,  Fall 
River,  Gardner,  North  Adams,  Nantucket,  New  Bedford,  Taunton  and  Attleboro  all 
showed  over  the  year  declines  of  at  least  a  full  percentage  point. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  POSTS  3.4  PERCENT  JANUARY  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE; 
RECORDS  54,000  INCREASE  IN  LABOR  FORCE 

Massachusetts  posted  a  3.4  percent  unemployment  rate  in  January, 
Robert  S.  Landmann,  Deputy  Director  for  the  Division  of  Employment  Security, 
announced  today.    The  December  unemployment  rate  was  2.9  percent. 

"More  people  are  working  in  Massachusetts  than  ever  before,"  said 
Landmann.  "In  January,  54,000  workers  entered  the  labor  force,  and  nearly 
40,000  of  those  workers  have  already  found  jobs.  Last  month's  labor  force 
expansion  is  a  primary  reason  for  this  shift  in  our  unemployment  rate." 

Massachusetts  continues  to  see  healthy  growth  in  a  number  of  industry 
sectors,  including  construction,  services  and  the  finance,  insurance  and  real 
estate  sector.    Although  job  growth  numbers  for  1987  are  still  preliminary, 
the  Commonwealth  should  show  an  increase  of  55-60,000  jobs  over  the  year. 

The  nation's  January  unemployment  rate  remained  at  5.8  percent, 
unchanged  since  the  previous  month.    Massachusetts'  January  rate  was  the 
lowest  of  the  nation's  11  largest  industrial  states,  with  New  Jersey  second  to 
Massachusetts  at  3.8  percent.    Michigan's  10.2  percent  rate  was  the  highest  of 
the  industrial  states. 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 


February  19,  1988 


9 


Massachusetts  Division  of 
Employment  Security 
Charles  F.  Hurley  Building 
Government  Center 
Boston,  MA  02114 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Michelle  Andrews  727-5436 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


ZD 


MASSACHUSETTS'  1987  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  RANKS  SECOND  LOWEST  IN  NATION; 
DUKAKIS  HAILS  CONTINUED  ECONOMIC  PROSPERITY 

Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security, 
announced  today  that  Massachusetts'  3.2  percent  annual  unemployment  rate  for 
1987  was  the  second  lowest  in  the  nation  for  the  second  year  in  a  row.  She 
commented,  "The  Massachusetts  economy  continues  to  outperform  itself,  combining 
remarkably  low  unemployment  rates  with  healthy  job  growth  in  diverse  industry 
sectors. " 

Governor  Michael  S.  Dukakis  hailed  the  low  rate,  noting  that 
Massachusetts'  unemployment  rate  has  been  the  lowest  of  the  largest  industrial 
states  for  five  years  in  a  row.  He  said,  "I'm  proud  that  our  state  economy 
remains  vigorous  and  continues  to  provide  opportunity  for  all  our  citizens. 
Massachusetts  has  been  in  the  top  10  in  the  nation  since  1983,  a  far  cry  from 
the  dark  days  of  the  1970s  when  we  had  double  digit  unemployment  and  one  of  the 
highest  unemployment  rates  in  the  country." 

Since  1985,  Massachusetts  has  posted  annual  unemployment  rates  below  4 
percent;  its  3.9  percent  1985  rate  was  the  lowest  in  the  country  for  that  year. 
The  figures  released  today  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  show  that 
Massachusetts  shares  its  second  place  ranking  with  Delaware,  while  New 
Hampshire's  2.5  percent  rate  put  it  in  first  place. 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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^  Ql!  "The  total  number  of  people  employed  in  Massachusetts  was  up  55,000 

^      in  March,  continuing  our  climb  over  the  three  million  mark,"  commented 
III      Seltzer.    "More  people  than  ever  are  finding  jobs  in  Massachusetts,  and,  with 
activity  like  this,  1988  looks  to  be  another  prosperous  economic  year." 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  the  construction  sector 
continues  to  show  strong  job  growth.    The  service,  trade  and  finance, 
insurance  and  real  estate  sectors  also  posted  job  gains  over  the  previous 
month. 

The  nation's  March  unemployment  rate  remained  virtually  unchanged  at 
5.6  percent,  down  slightly  from  February's  5.7  percent.    North  Carolina  and 
New  York  tied  for  the  second  lowest  rate  of  the  11  large  industrial  states  at 
3.8  percent,  while  Michigan  reported  the  highest  rate  at  8.3  percent. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  UNEMPLGYMEflrWE  DROPS  TO  2.9  PERCENT  IN  MARCH; 
TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED  AT  RECORD-BREAKING  LEVEL 


Massachusetts  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  2.9  percent  in  March, 
down  from  3.4  percent  in  February,  Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the 


ZD 

y      Division  of  Employment  Security,  announced  today.    For  the  49th  consecutive 


month,  Massachusetts  posted  an  unemployment  rate  that  has  been  the  lowest  or 


Z  ^      tied  for  the  lowest  of  the  11  large  industrial  states 


Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       loseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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MASSACHUSETTS  UNEMPLOYMENT  REMAINS  STEADY  AT  2,9  PERCENT  IN  APRIL 


Massachusetts  posted  a  2«9  percent  unemployment  rate  in  April, 
^     unchanged  from  the  March  rate,  Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the  Division 


U 

LU 


of  Employment  Security,  announced  today.    For  the  50th  consecutive  month, 
Massachusetts'  unemployment  rate  was  the  lowest  or  tied  for  the  lowest  of  the 


11  largest  states. 

SQ  "At  the  same  time  that  Massachusetts  has  maintained  its  low 

Q LU     unemployment  rate,  the  economy  continues  to  add  new  jobs  in  a  number  of 
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industry  sectors,"  commented  Seltzer.    The  construction  sector  continues  to 
show  strong  job  growth;  in  April,  preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  more 
than  10,000  construction  jobs  were  added,  reflecting  the  expected  seasonal 
surge  in  that  sector.    The  service,  trade  and  finance,  insurance  and  real 
estate  sectors  also  posted  job  gains  over  the  previous  month. 

The  nation's  April  unemployment  rate  dropped  to  5.4  percent,  down 
slightly  from  March's  5.6  percent.    New  Jersey  and  New  York  tied  for  the 
second  lowest  rate  of  the  11  largest  states  at  3.5  percent,  while  Texas 
reported  the  highest  rate  of  the  large  states  at  7.5  percent. 
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Michael  S.  Dukakis,  Governor       Joseph  D.  Alviani,  Secretary  of  Economic  Affairs    Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director,  Division  of  Employment  Security 
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MASSACHUSETTS  POSTS  3.5  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  IN  JUNE 


Massachusetts  posted  a  3.5  percent  unemployment  rate  in  June, 

^  Marlene  B.  Seltzer,  Director  of  the  Division  of  Employment  Security,  announced 

R   today.    Unemployment  in  May  was  2.8  percent. 
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"The  change  in  Massachusetts'  unemployment  in  June  is  due,  in  large  part, 
to  teenagers  entering  the  labor  force  looking  for  summer  jobs,"  commented 

Q6 

ir^g;^   Seltzer.    "This  group  accounts  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  increased  number  of 
unemployed  from  May  to  June." 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  a  number  of  industry  sectors 
continued  to  add  jobs  in  June.    The  construction  sector  showed  the  strongest 
gains,  with  the  manufacturing,  finance,  insurance  and  real  estate,  trade  and 
transportation  sectors  also  showing  increases.    Massachusetts  job  growth  is  up 
approximately  67,000  since  June  of  last  year. 

Locally,  in  May,  (the  most  recent  month  for  which  data  is  available)  all 
of  Massachusetts'  labor  market  areas  posted  unemployment  rates  under  five 
percent.    Five  of  the  state's  eleven  major  labor  market  areas  recorded 
unemployment  rates  under  three  percent:    Boston  (2.3  percent),  Worcester  (2.5 
percent),  Springfield  and  Salem-Gloucester  (2.6  percent)  and  Lowell  (2.8  percent). 

The  nation's  June  unemployment  rate  was  posted  at  5.3  percent,  compared 
to  5.6  percent  the  month  before. 
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